
Civic Engagement 
 
• Youth who volunteer are more likely to feel connected to their communities and, do 

better in school, and are less likely to engage in risky behavior (Corporation for 
National and Community Service, 2005). 

• Research has shown that when disengaged youth are involved in quality volunteer 
opportunities, their level of social trust increases and the likelihood that they will 
engage in risky behaviors decreases (Flanagan et al, 2005). 

• Youth are not only more likely to volunteer if their entire family is involved in the 
effort, but the shared experience can result in strengthened familial bonds 
(Corporation for National and Community Service, 2010b). 

• According to a recent study, students who performed voluntary community service 
were 19 percent more likely to graduate from college than those who did not (Dávila 
& Mora, 2007). 

• Participation in civic engagement activities can help youth become better informed 
about current events. For example, according to the 2006 National Civic and Political 
Health Survey, approximately a quarter of youth who had not participated in civic 
engagement activities within the last year did not answer any questions regarding 
current politics correctly (Dávila & Mora, 2007). 

• According to Troppe and Michel (2002), volunteering while young provides lasting 
effects, including: 
o Two-thirds of the 44% of adults who volunteered began volunteering while they 

were young. 
o Adults who volunteered at a young age, regardless of income, donate to and 

volunteer more at charitable organizations than adults who did not volunteer. 

http://www.findyouthinfo.gov/youth-topics/civic-engagement-and-volunteering/how-
can-my-community-recruit-youth-get-involved-volunteering-and-civic-engagement 
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Volunteering	
  and	
  Civic	
  Engagement	
  in	
  New	
  Jersey	
  
	
  

• Trends	
  and	
  Highlights	
  Overview	
  Overall,	
  in	
  New	
  Jersey	
  in	
  
2012:	
  	
  

• 22.9%	
  of	
  residents	
  volunteer,	
  ranking	
  them	
  46th	
  among	
  the	
  
50	
  states	
  and	
  Washington,	
  DC.	
  	
  

• 27.9	
  volunteer	
  hours	
  per	
  resident.	
  	
  
• 1.68	
  million	
  volunteers.	
  	
  
• 194.5	
  million	
  hours	
  of	
  service.	
  	
  
• $4.3	
  billion	
  of	
  service	
  contributed.	
  	
  
• 53.0%	
  of	
  residents	
  donate	
  to	
  charity.	
  	
  
• 9.3%	
  of	
  residents	
  participate	
  in	
  public	
  meetings.	
  	
  
• 21.8%	
  of	
  residents	
  over	
  age	
  55	
  volunteer.	
  –	
  	
  
• See	
  more	
  at:	
  

http://www.volunteeringinamerica.gov/NJ#sthash.kXWYGzs
b.dpuf	
  


